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Rur Reservoir, Simmerath-Woffelsbach

Three countries -
one river: The
RurUfer cycle path

Your journey begins with a courageous first step
on the pedals and a fresh breeze in your hair.
Following the 170 kilometre long RurUfer cycle
path takes you along the moving waters of

the Rur from its source in the High Fens near
Botrange (Belgium) to its confluence

with the Meuse near Roermond

(Netherlands).

The route is as varied and
formative as the water-
course and the history
of the Rur itself.
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The route starts in the middle of unspoilt nature at
Signal de Botrange in Belgium and leads over the
High Fens to the idyllic

The city of cloth makers with its famous half-tim-
bered houses and many enchanted alleys invites
you to stop and discover. Back in the saddle, the
journey follows the path of the water through the
deep Rur valley along impressive slate formations
to the village of Einruhr and the southern foothills
of the Rur Reservoir. The route then winds its way
along the banks of the
villages of Rurberg and Woffelsbach, always keep-

ing the Eifel National
Park in view. Heim-

bach can be reached
via the Schwam-
E menauel dam.

g g Here, you can experience the

impressive energy of the water at the
Art Nouveau power plant, which is well
worth seeing. Continuing on to Duren,
the mountainous landscape of the Eifel
transforms into flowing meadows.
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Take a break from the beautiful countryside and
visit one of the many museums, such as

Museum, both in Diren, which offer a
welcome opportunity to take

? an educational break. On the

move again, the old walls of
the impressive citadel of Jilich
s offer a glimpse into the
history of the historic
fortress city.

Before that, why not take a
short detour along one of the many
loops of the RurUfer cycle path to the

. The steel monument at Indemann is
already visible from afar. Climbing the steps offers
fantastic panoramic vistas for far and wide.

Back on the river, the landscape starts to flatten
out and the Rur seems to calm down. In addition to
the wonderful natural landscape, the many manor
houses and water palaces in the Heinsberger region
are well worth a visit and are attracting increasing
numbers of visitors. Romantic places and enchant-

the Paper Museum or the Leopold Hoesch

ing lakes, such as the Adolfosee or the Effelder
Waldsee lakes, line the path and invite you to take
active or relaxing breaks. Where basket making used
to be an important branch of industry, the former
winding tower and the stockpile also bear witness
to a time steeped in history. The final kilometres
of the RurUfer cycle path lead through the fertile

, allowing you to
inhale the scent of uninterrupted nature once more
before reaching your destination, the Dutch city of
Roermond. The preserved old town is home to
numerous shops and cafes to help you unwind.

Your time on the
RurUfer cycle
path along the
river through
the regions will fly by.
The landscape is so diverse
and varied. And the

stories that you can experience

along the way are just as surprising
and exciting.

So, what are you waiting for?

For example, along the RurUfer cycle path you
will encounter the dyers from the half-timbered
town of Monschau. Listen to his fascinating tales
of how colourful it was back in the days when
cloth makers dyed the Rur all the colours of the
rainbow.

The walls of the Julich citadel come to life again
with the story of Duke Wilhelm. The magnificent
fortress bears witness to the wars and conquests
that shaped the entire border area between
Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands. Where
bitter enemies once faced each other, nation-

al borders now exist only on maps, allowing a
peaceful calm to return to the old walls.

| Further downstream you will meet a great
| engineer, architect and forester: The do-
mestic beaver once shaped the river
landscape naturally, but tended
to upset people’s plans. Today
the beaver is reclaiming its
former territories and your
route on the RurUfer cycle
path leads past many a fallen tree telling tale
of his handiwork.

The Rur itself is also undergoing constant
change. Where man once tamed it and set its
boundaries, it is now regaining its natural char-
acter and old form through ecological rethinking
and renaturation. History’s living witness, the Rur
knows what it is like to be always on the move.

It is therefore a symbol for the past, the present
and the future of the fascinating region that it
connects.

Experience the
stories of the river
and surround-
ing landscapes
brought to life at
the 19 rest
and adven-
ture stations
on your tour
along the
RurUfer cycle
path.
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